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(September 17, 2024) 

On August 9, 2024, the national American Association of University Professors (AAUP) 
altered a longstanding policy opposing “systematic academic boycotts.” A new 
policy was adopted that views academic boycotts as potentially legitimate, depending on 
circumstances that can only be assessed by individual faculty or a collective faculty body 
functioning democratically. The policy change is controversial and prompted a series of 
articles pro and con in the Chronicle of Higher Education (listed below). The Executive 
Committee of the IU Bloomington chapter of the AAUP (IUB-AAUP) has been asked to 
take a position on the policy change or to ask the chapter to do so through a vote of the 
membership. We believe that taking a position is unnecessary and would impede the 
chapter’s ability to pursue its mission. 

Although the IUB-AAUP is an affiliate of the national AAUP and shares a commitment 
to its central mission of defending academic freedom, the chapter is not bound by 
specific interpretations of that mission that the national leadership may adopt. In the 
case of the policy on academic boycotts, the Executive Committee recognizes that there 
is disagreement on the policy change within both the Committee itself and the chapter 
membership and that, because this issue has become linked to the specific context of the 
Gaza War, contending views are strongly held. A vote that imposes a majority opinion 
has the potential to undermine the common purpose of the membership to build a 
strong chapter unified in purpose to defend academic freedom against the many 
challenges that threaten it on the Bloomington campus. 

We believe colleagues on both sides of the issue can and should recognize and respect 
legitimate elements in both positions, even as they align with the argument they find 
persuasive. We encourage chapter members to be informed about the debate and to 
express their individual views. 

IUB-AAUP Executive Committee 
AAUP Chapter of Indiana University Bloomington 
iubaaup@iu.edu 

  

Related articles published in the Chronicle of Higher Education: 

Cary Nelson, “The AAUP Abandons Academic Freedom” (August 13) 

Jeffrey Sachs, “The AAUP’s Incoherent New Boycott Policy” (August 16) 

Adrienne Lu, “Why the AAUP Changed Its Stance on Academic Boycotts” (August 16) 

Joan W. Scott, “The AAUP Is Right. Supporting Boycotts is Academic Freedom” (August 
20) 

Rana Jaleel and Todd Wolfson, “The AAUP Has Always Defended Academic Freedom. 
We Still Do” (August 21) 

Michał Bilewicz, “Academic Boycotts Hurt Dissidents Most” (August 27) 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aaup.org%2Freport%2Facademic-boycotts&data=05%7C02%7Ceno%40iu.edu%7C6ab6005cdc944673d24008dcd71c7d46%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C0%7C0%7C638621764609746315%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4cjfHi5F%2BglIgllEPP0BiPa%2BWz7JgUs8BAD7OmO8D%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aaup.org%2Fnews%2Fnew-aaup-statement-academic-boycotts&data=05%7C02%7Ceno%40iu.edu%7C6ab6005cdc944673d24008dcd71c7d46%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C0%7C0%7C638621764609764868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xhmKh%2FbN%2B0FpSQftrr3Y%2BmnTJd16Ckra5pNKm0uTMIg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aaup.org%2Fnews%2Fnew-aaup-statement-academic-boycotts&data=05%7C02%7Ceno%40iu.edu%7C6ab6005cdc944673d24008dcd71c7d46%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C0%7C0%7C638621764609764868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xhmKh%2FbN%2B0FpSQftrr3Y%2BmnTJd16Ckra5pNKm0uTMIg%3D&reserved=0
https://aaup.sitehost.iu.edu/
https://aaup.sitehost.iu.edu/
mailto:iubaaup@iu.edu
https://www-chronicle-com.proxyiub.uits.iu.edu/article/the-aaup-abandons-academic-freedom
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chronicle.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-aaups-incoherent-new-boycott-policy&data=05%7C02%7Ceno%40iu.edu%7C6ab6005cdc944673d24008dcd71c7d46%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C0%7C0%7C638621764609786575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g6SOBPNk4ENfoyo12gvyVip%2FLWGUTQ%2BtQS3wMNB3mSo%3D&reserved=0
https://www-chronicle-com.proxyiub.uits.iu.edu/article/why-the-aaup-changed-its-stance-on-academic-boycotts
https://www-chronicle-com.proxyiub.uits.iu.edu/article/the-aaup-is-right-supporting-boycotts-is-academic-freedom
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chronicle.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-aaup-has-always-defended-academic-freedom-we-still-do%3Fsra%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7Ceno%40iu.edu%7C6ab6005cdc944673d24008dcd71c7d46%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C0%7C0%7C638621764609794206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VLn6oqiwd63ZuvJiQG7GdaX0eFhlzRiVEsEWtNxKTSk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chronicle.com%2Farticle%2Fthe-aaup-has-always-defended-academic-freedom-we-still-do%3Fsra%3Dtrue&data=05%7C02%7Ceno%40iu.edu%7C6ab6005cdc944673d24008dcd71c7d46%7C1113be34aed14d00ab4bcdd02510be91%7C0%7C0%7C638621764609794206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VLn6oqiwd63ZuvJiQG7GdaX0eFhlzRiVEsEWtNxKTSk%3D&reserved=0
https://www-chronicle-com.proxyiub.uits.iu.edu/article/academic-boycotts-hurt-dissidents-most

